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National Service Dog Eye Exam Event

April 7, 2010 - Posted in Aging Dogs, Doggie Healthcare, Public Interaction, Service Dogs

Hats off to the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO) and Merial® for conducting the 3rd annual
National Service Dog Eye Exam Event throughout the month of May 2010. Through this event, more than 170 board
certified veterinary ophthalmologists in the U.S. and Canada will provide free sight-saving eye exams to thousands of



service dogs including guide dogs, assistance dogs, detection dogs and search and rescue dogs who selflessly serve the
public.

The ACVO website indicates that to qualify, dogs must be active “working dogs” that were certified by a formal training
program or organization or currently enrolled in a formal training program. The certifying organization could be national,
regional or local in nature. Specific service groups are listed on the website at www.ACVOeyeexam.org.

Owners/agents for the dog(s) must FIRST register the animal via an online registration form beginning April 1, at
www.ACVOeyeexam.org. Registration ends May 16th. Once registered online, the owner/agent can locate a participating
ophthalmologist in their area and contact that doctor to schedule an appointment, during the month of May. Appointment
dates and times may vary depending on the facility and are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. To learn more about and
to register for the ACVO®/Merial® National Service Dog Eye Exam Event, visit www.ACVOeyeexam.org.

This event has a special place in my heart because it directly impacted my, now retired service dog, Morgan. About three
years ago, Morgan developed severe problems with his eyes. I took him to see Dr. Kennard with Eye Care for Animals in
Albuquerque, NM. Dr. Kennard quickly diagnosed Morgan’s degenerative condition and literally saved his eye sight.

Without Dr. Kennard’s rapid response, Morgan would have completely lost his eye sight. If that wasn’t enough, when I
checked out of the clinic, I was presented with information about Morgan’s condition and medication to treat his eyes. What
I did not receive was a bill for their services.

When I asked about the bill, the staff proudly told me about the National Service Dog Eye Exam Event. I can never thank
Dr. Kennard enough for what he did and continues to do for Morgan and for the work he and so many other
ophthalmologists are doing every day to protect and save the eyes of our devoted canine partners. [ am forever grateful and |
am now acutely aware of the importance of regular eye exams.
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