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Service dogs perform many tasks, helping law enforcement?, those with medical conditions and the A | A | A
visually-impaired. One program is giving them free help to keep on working.

"Rusty is kind of a combination assistance/guide dog, not so much on the guide dog side, but Hannah is legally blind and she
has developmental disabilities,” says Sheri Thilking of Omaha.

It took three years for Rusty to come into daughter Hannah Thilking's life. Now the two are inseparable.

"She must have sat and petted on him and rubbed him for a good 40 minutes and just kept saying, this is my buddy, this is
my friend." A friend who helps get Hannah down and around the path of life.

"We walked down the whole length of the mall, just me and her and him and we got down to the end and I just started cryinc
and they said what's the matter and I said this is the first time that I have not had to hold on to her, guide her around people,
guide her around objects, she just did it by herself with his help."

Hannah has some independence for the first time with the help of Rusty's eyes. "His eyesight is probably his number one
thing that we have to take care of and always make sure because basically he's Hannah's eyes."

"The week of May 4th is the National Service Dog Event for the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists,” says
veterinary ophthalmologist Dr. Tonya Mclinay, which means free eye exams for trained service dogs.

“Basically checking for any kind of disease such as cataracts or retinal problems or potentially tumors or anything that may
prevent them from performing their service, what their job is."

Dr. Mcllnay's office is doing the free service dog exams this week, but you need to register online.
£ SHARE o702 &

More Stories
Suspects In Elkhorn Murder Extradited To Nebraska Teen Shot In Chest

Jury In Bates Solicitation Case View Sting Video Bond Set In Felony Animal Cruelty Case

http://www.wowt.com/news/headlines/44271327.html 5/6/2009



Looking Out For Service Dogs Page 2 of 3

Extortion Suspect Arrested
UNMC Unveils New Research Center

Students Join Winners Circle
School Closed By Flu To Reopen Thursday

Post Your Comments

First Name:

Location:

Enter Comments: 1000 characters left
Email (optional):

By posting this comment I have read and agree to the Terms of Use and
Privacy Policy: ]
You must agree to the Terms of Service to continue.

Read Comments
Comments are posted from viewers like you and do not always reflect the views of this station.

Posted by: Beth on May 4, 2009 at 08:42 AM
What a heatwarming story!!!!

Posted by: MJ on May 4, 2009 at 06:41 AM
What a wonderful program for service dog care! Dr. Tonya Mcllnay is the best vet in her profession. She is the eye doctor for
the aging pets in our house. None better, or kinder to patients and owners alike.
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