
 

 

Crazy for Critters
Pet people are a special breed. This blog is for anyone who can't get enough news 

about the animals in our lives.

About Crazy for Critters  

 
Ellie Brecher is a general assignment 
reporter for The Miami Herald. Email her at 
pets@miamiherald.com.  

Pet lady: That's my role in the Miami Herald 
newsroom. I've been here since 1989, 
during which time I've had eight dogs, a 
ring-necked parakeet, a chicken, and a 
lizard named Lance. At the moment, I've 
got four dogs, two step-dogs, and two 
cockatiels. A native New Yorker, I came 
here from Louisville, Ky. I'm a graduate of 
the University of Arizona, and had a 
Nieman Fellowship at Harvard in 1988. I 
have written 233 stories containing the 
word 'dog' in the past 17 years. 

Pet Links 
 
Humane Society of Greater 
Miami/Adopt-a-Pet  
Humane Society of Broward County  
Miami-Dade County Animal Services  
Broward County - Animal Care and 
Regulation  
Dogster | Nationwide dog photo 
gallery/adoption  
Pets 911 | Nationwide adoption/pet 
information site  
Fido Finder | Nationwide pet 
lost/found/adoption  
National Association of Professional 
Pet Sitters  
Nationwide pet lost/found/rescue  
Website of Brian Kilcommons and 
Sarah Wilson, renowned 
trainers/authors  
American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals  
Maddie’s Fund Pet Rescue 

« Teddy Needs a Home | Main | Laverne and Shirley »  

Free Eye Exams for Service Dogs 
ACVO/Merial National Service Dog Eye 
Exam 

The  American  College  of  Veterinary  Ophthalmologists, 
together  with  Merial,  Hills’s  Pet  Nutrition,  OPTIGEN,  and 
Kong  Veterinary  Products,  will  launch  the  2nd  National 
Service Dog Eye Exam Week  from May 3‐9.  To qualify  for 
free  ophthalmic  exams,  dogs  must  be  “working  dogs” 
certified through a formal training program or organization.  
To  learn more about and register  for  this event, please visit 
www.ACVOeyeexam.org.   

We  are  fortunate  to  have  three  SVFMA  board  certified 
veterinary  ophthalmologists  participating  in  this  program.  
Thank  you Dr. Karl  A.  Schmidt,  Jr.  (Animal  Eye  Specialty 
Clinic, 305‐652‐0448), Dr. Lorraine G. Karpinski (Pinecrest 
Veterinary  Hospital,  305‐278‐1300),  and Dr. Teresa Tucci 
 (Veterinary  Specialists  Incorporated,  305‐246‐1701)  for 
your dedicated service.  
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Foundation  
Search-and-rescue dogs  
Pet-friendly hurricane shelters  
The Cat Network  
Zim Family Cocker Spaniel Forum  
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